17 NOVEMBER 2025

COP 30 OPEN SIGN-ON LETTER TO GOVERNMENTS WORLDWIDE:
ESTABLISH FOSSIL-FREE ZONES TO PROTECT FORESTS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, AND
LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Dear Heads of State and Government Ministers,
We, the undersigned organizations, endorse President Lula’s call to adopt roadmaps to reverse

deforestation and overcome our dependence on fossil fuels at COP30 (the “forest COP”),
ensuring that we mobilize the necessary resources for both objectives.

There is an obvious first step to implementing this call: we must stop the expansion of
fossil fuels into high-integrity forests to avoid the roads, pipelines, and infrastructure
that inevitably come with drilling, leading to deforestation and the violation of the rights
of Indigenous Peoples and local communities that have stewarded these ecosystems for
generations.

Oil and gas threaten 21% (approximately 183 million hectares) of tropical forests across the
Amazon, Congo Region, and Southeast Asia. This is concerning, as tropical forests are a critical
climate safeguard that absorb about a quarter of all carbon dioxide emitted each year. Declaring
fossil fuel reserves under tropical forests off-limits to extraction would avoid burning nearly 317
billion tons of CO2, 1.3 times larger than the remaining 1.5C carbon budget.

We must put a definitive end to the encroachment of the fossil fuel industry upon
high-integrity forests that act as safeguards against a runaway climate crisis, and uphold
the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities whose ancestral knowledge is
the most effective means of conservation.

Indigenous Peoples’-led platforms have already called for the exclusion of fossil fuels from their
territories. Countries participating in the 2025 IUCN World Conservation Congress also agreed
to address the governance of fossil fuel supply, including via a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation
Treaty, and endorsed an end to fossil fuel extraction in the Amazon and the Congo Basin.
Colombia has been the first country to declare a ban on new oil and mineral extraction in the
Amazon. These are models that countries can follow to establish fossil-free zones.

We urge all governments to exclude fossil fuels from high-integrity forests under their
jurisdiction and uphold the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities as the
most impactful forest stewards.

Establishing fossil-free zones is essential to achieving a just transition. We call on developed
countries to mobilize the resources needed to compensate developing nations and support
putting fossil-free zones into practice.

President Lula opened COP 30, reminding us all that the “eyes of the world turn to Belém with
immense expectation” as a COP takes place in the heart of the Amazon. But there can be no
forest protection and no just transition without stopping the encroachment of the fossil fuel
industry upon forests and their stewards. Stopping its expansion and guaranteeing the means of
implementation would be a bold first step. The world is watching. Indigenous Peoples, local
communities, and future generations are counting on all of us.


https://cop30.br/en/news-about-cop30/call-of-belem-for-the-climate-urges-countries-to-respond-urgently-to-the-global-crisis
https://cop30.br/en/news-about-cop30/call-of-belem-for-the-climate-urges-countries-to-respond-urgently-to-the-global-crisis
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wJKXDxE9hKjdTVC1uttODwChswC8y0c_HMmtmXrhoMQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VgP-BEB8U8377eDzKJeY4mmspht0KPmY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18IFOeHgcnjIB7G6c3LfjN9wRkHjnBIv7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PqBF2tcHb4caPm0jXG59M8xol_pGWKrD/view?usp=drive_link
https://essd.copernicus.org/articles/15/5301/2023/
https://www.leave-it-in-the-ground.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Solutions-Under-the-Forest.pdf
https://www.leave-it-in-the-ground.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Solutions-Under-the-Forest.pdf
https://globalcarbonbudget.org/
https://theanswerisus.org/
https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/042-PL-Addressing%20the%20climate%20and%20biodiversity%20crises%20through%20fossil%20fuel%20supply-side-EN.pdf
https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/042-PL-Addressing%20the%20climate%20and%20biodiversity%20crises%20through%20fossil%20fuel%20supply-side-EN.pdf
https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/068-V002-Emergency%20action%20to%20restore%20ecological%20integrity%20in%20Amazonia-EN.pdf
https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/140-PL-Avoiding%20irreversible%20ecological%20damage%20and%20tipping%20points%20in%20the%20Congo%20Basin-EN.pdf
https://www.minambiente.gov.co/colombia-primer-pais-en-declarar-la-amazonia-como-zona-libre-de-gran-mineria-e-hidrocarburos/
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Comprehensive list of organizations as of November 16, 2025

ACF Community Canberra

All India Feminist Alliance (ALIFA)
Amazon Sacred Headwaters (ASHA)
Amazon Watch

Amnesty International

Auriga Nusantara

Australian Forests and Climate Alliance
Bellingen Environment Centre
Campaign to Defend Nature and People

CartoCritica, A.C.



Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL)
Chalakudypuzha Samrakshana Samithi

Citizens' Climate Lobby Australia

Climalnfo

Climate Action for Lifelong Learners

Climate Action Network (CAN) Zambia

Climate Action Network Latin America (CANLA)
CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK ZIMBABWE

Climate Bridges

Climate Clock DRC

End Fossil Occupy Uganda

ENEL

Environment Centre NT

Environment East Gippsland inc

Extinction Rebellion

Extinction Rebellion Australia

Extinction Rebellion South Australia

Extinction Rebellion Tamaki Makaurau Auckland
Federation of Community Forestry Users, Nepal (FECOFUN)
Forum Against Economic and Environmental Injustice Towards Marginalised Communities
Friends of Mother Earth

Friends of the Forest (Mogo)

GAPID

Generation Climate Europe (GCE)

Global Witness

Greenpeace

Groundswell Bass Coast

Health of Mother Earth Foundation

Human Development Organization (HDO)
Independent - Natural History Educator and Ecologist
Institute of environmental justice

Leave it in the Ground Initiative (LINGO)

MAUSAM (Movement for Advancing Understanding of Sustainability And Mutuality)
Nadi Ghati Morcha - India

Natural History society of South Australia



No REDD in Africa Network

North East Forest Alliance

Oilwatch International

Organizacién Familia Pasta de Conchos
People for Aravallis

People For Nature

Peoples Climate Assembly
Plant-for-the-Planet

Power Shift Africa

QUERCUS -Associagao Nacional de Conservagao da Natureza
Quercus ANCN

Rainforest Foundation UK

Rainforest Information Centre

Resource Justice Network

Simla Collective

Sitawi Finance for Good

South East Region Conservation Alliance
Stand.Earth

The Australian Foundation for Wilderness
The Australian Rainforest Conservation Society
Umoja Kwa Haki Ya Tabianch Initiative LTD
United for Climate Justice

University of Galway

Wage Peace
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